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Capital: Montpelier

Area: 9,615 sq. miles (45)

Population: 624,000 (49)

Date of Union Entry: 3/4/1791 (14" state)
State Bird: Hermit thrush

State Flower: Red clover

State Tree: Sugar maple

Highest Point: Mt. Mansfield (4,395 feet)
Motto: "Freedom and Unity”
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Maple Syrup

Maple syrup comes from the sap (called xylum sap) of red, sugar, or black
maple trees, often in the Canadian province of Quebec and the states of
New York and Vermont. Maple trees store starch in their trunks and roots
over the winter. The maple trees turn the starch into sugar which rises up
through the sap when the temperatures become warmer in the spring.
People harvest the maple syrup by boring holes into the trunks so they can
remove and collect the sap. The sap is then heated so its water evaporates,
leaving only the syrup behind to be eaten.

Maple syrup has been harvested for hundreds of years. Early explorers
were taught how to harvest syrup from Native Americans who lived in
Vermont and New York. Maple syrup is an important part of Vermont
culture. The 2001 Vermont state quarter shows a scene of people
harvesting syrup from a grove of maple trees.

1. Which is not true about maple syrup?
A. Maple syrup is part of Vermont culture
B. Itis only produced in the United States
C. It comes from different kinds of maple trees
D. People have harvested maple syrup for a long time

2. Which of the following could be a reason that maple syrup is NOT
harvested in Florida?
A. The winters are too long
B. There were never any explorers in Florida
C. It's too expensive
D. There are no maple trees in Florida



3. Which word means the same as “harvested” in the sentence below?
Maple Syrup has been harvested for hundreds of years

A. gathered
B. tasted
C. stolen

D. sold

4. Why is maple tree sap heated?
A. To kill insects that may be in the sap
B. To clean the sap
C. To make the water in the sap evaporate
D. To make the syrup less sweet

5. When do maple trees store starch in their trunks and roots?
A. spring
B. summer
C. fall
D. winter
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